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THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Okay, I'll take appearancesapk.

MS C. SERRA: Good morning, Deputy President. I'm Grasterra from the
Community and Public Sector Union (Tasmania Branch).

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Thank you.

MR P. AIKEN: Good morning, Deputy President, Peter Aikepresenting Health
Services Union of Australia, Tasmania No. 1 Branch.

MR D. WISHART: Commissioner Shelley, Don Wishadrfr the Australian
Education Union.

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Thank you.

MS J. FITTON: Jane Fitton, representing the Mimisidministering the State
Service Act.

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Okay. | take it that therats objection to both these
matters being heard together. No? Very good. Wethat case we will hear from
Ms Serra.

MS SERRA: Thank you. Which one would you like to stdth first?

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Well - - -

MS SERRA: I've done some calculations for five exgeredated allowances.
THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: So it was the 13159, the GCOE.

MS SERRA: Okay. In the district allowances?

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes.

MS SERRA: A similar type of situation as last ydaeputy President, in that we
have followed the formula for — as T833 and the figureswieaused were accessed
from the CPI — the Australian Bureau of Statistics fRires, which were released
on 23 April 2008. So we have increased the district alloesby the CPI of the
eight capital cities and from last year it was 4.2416ceet and at four decimal
places. We also have increased the camp allowanctsefGCOE and CAHSA as

well.

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Okay. Now, what you filed ivihe Commission is
to be replaced, was what was sent electronicaltiais - -

MS SERRA: There have been a few alterations,ijuste - - -

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes. Do you have a file &gle - -

.T13159/2008 5.6.08 P-1
©Auscript Australasia Pty Ltd 2008



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

MS SERRA: Yes, | have one for you.

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: A set of figures to hand up.
MS SERRA: | have a copy here for you.

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Thank you.

MS SERRA: The actual figures for the district allowa have not changed, but we
have included the camp allowance. Originally the PublatddéManagement Office
did not think it applied, it was put in some other forrbait, apparently it does now,
so we have included those figures as at this morning. Angléases you I'd like

to, if I could, go through some of the expenses that $ongetike Flinders Island

has to bear and to warrant such an increase.

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Okay. So with the camp alloe@are you saying
that it has not normally be increased through this mxads that- - -

MS SERRA: Philip called me a couple of — Philip Bakerechthe a couple of
weeks ago and said, “No, it goes through the — | thinkhswvage fixing - - -

MS FITTON: 1 guess there was some previous confusidhismatter that the
camp allowance had somehow been included with the waatedetxpenses that get
increased through the - - -

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: So that wage case.

MS FITTON: But that’s obviously not correct and thstltime the camp allowance
was increased with all the rest of the expense-iktewances in 2006, so they
should be included in this as well.

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Okay, thank you.

MS SERRA: Okay. Just to let you know some of the espe on Flinders Island.
Now, because the cost of petrol has gone up again sothesef prices may be not as
accurate as they should be. As at 9 May 2008 diese$W8a6 per litre, petrol $1.86
per litre, milk on Flinders Island is $2.50 a litre and tweed is $5.35. And also
looking at bread, just the normal sliced white at $4.50.fa#es to Launceston were
$300 return and just as a matter of interest there i®si@ipdelivery in Flinders
Island, it’s private, so people have to drive to the Bdfite to collect their mail

every day. That’s just a little indication of therieasing expenses on remote
locations. | think that’s it for me.

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Okay, thank you. Mr Aiken, dauywant to add
anything?

MR AIKEN: Only just support for the application, Deputy $tdent.
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THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Thank you. Mr Wishart?

MR WISHART: Likewise, thank you.

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Thank you.

MS FITTON: Mm, the only thing that | would say and | domant to add more
confusion to such a minor issue as the camping allowanté thought it was only
relevant to the GCOE.

MS SERRA: 1think it is in the Community Health anéleriginally took - - -

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Well, we are only dealing wiélCOE at the
moment.

MS FITTON: We are only dealing — okay.

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: So we can — as far as the 6E@&Xoncerned, is
supporting — it's a consent application?

MS FITTON: Mm, it is.
THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Thank you. Okay. Now, thel3¥A award.

MS SERRA: I'd be happy to represent the Community agaltH sector, the
CAHSA award in this instance, Deputy President.

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes.

MS SERRA: And the exact same situation would appiy éise General
Conditions of Employment Award. Originally | did leathe camp allowance out of
the CAHSA and then on reviewing CAHSA | discovered thistin there and
therefore put it in. And | did see it somewhere.

MS FITTON: Could you again, just give me a reference?

MS SERRA: Mm, I'm just trying to find it.

MS FITTON: |1 just didn’t think it was that.

MS SERRA: First of all | left it out and then lainght, “No, there it is,” and | put it
back in.

MS FITTON: Christina, in your initial — sorry, fomterrupting you, but in your
initial application, you did actually only have campinpwhance in the GCOE
though.
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MS SERRA: Mm, | did. And then | looked at it agaithdught, “No, it is in
CAHSA,” so forgive me if I'm wrong - - -

MS FITTON: Mm, that'’s fine.

MS SERRA: - - - but I'm almost certain that | -appears that | am wrong. |
apologise, | can't find it. | may have been lookinghat GCOE at the time.

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Okay. Now, in the applicatkiere is one set of
figures and they were superseded by another document thaewaelectronically,
So are those the correct and agreed figures?

MS SERRA: The last ones are the correct and agrgeck§, except for the camp
allowance, which should not be in CAHSA.

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I'm still a little bit unsuré/Vhat you handed up for
the GCOE was just related to the camp allowance andistréct allowance, okay?

MS SERRA: Mm.

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: What was in the applicatitsoaelated to meal
allowances and - - -

MS SERRA: I've got five separate formulas. | trieckeep them separate to have
it in some sort of consistent order otherwise it wdagdust too confusing.

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Okay. So what we have doneng from award to
award even though you hadn’t obviously completed your sulmmgs relation to
the GCOE award, is that - - -

MS SERRA: That'’s correct.

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Okay.

MS SERRA: Would you prefer - - -

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Well, however you want to dt, - - -

MS SERRA: If you would prefer to go GCOE and then — bseavhat is - pretty
much apart from that camp allowance, what is the Sam@COE, is exactly the
same for CAHSA.

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: You just deal with it in anyder that you wish.
MS SERRA: Thank you. | need that. Okay. So weokes with the - - -

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: So the camp allowance doesappty to CAHSA,
we are agreed on that, we think. Yes.
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MS SERRA: Yes.
MS FITTON: [I'm pretty sure.

MS SERRA: Unless it’s hiding somewhere else in CAHS¥ould you like to go
onto the kilometre adjustments?

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes.

MS SERRA: Now, we have used also the Hobart Privat®mng subgroup index
and also accessed the ABS figures, the CPI, from 23 2@08 and used those
figures. The formula is from T3385 and we believe thatahaula has pretty much
stayed the same since 1985 and I've just copied the formalapropriate the
current rates. At this stage I'd also like to say tlmatny original application | did
have another section on page 2 of the — in additiofotleeving allowances shall be
paid to employees.

Both the Public Sector Management Office and the Comm@&eityor Union have
agreed to leave that out at this stage, because (1) themovet formula and |
actually sort of made one up, used the capital citigsdi but we are not sure
whether it’s still applicable or whether there is arggpactually using that, so we’d
prefer to have a bit more time to investigate whether Eaegtually need it, and in
the absence of any formula that we could find, well malghEs something that we
need to look at a later stage.

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Okay. Perhaps you can providey@associate
following this hearing a final document set out as thep@ralraft variation of the
award.

MS SERRA: 1think | sent something last night and — yeent something last
night with the final figures.

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes. You have, but it’s matually — but it's not set
out as a draft order.

MS SERRA: Sorry?

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Well, it’'s got — there wasrgihing that was sent
through last night and it's got old and existing figures, figures, etcetera, etcetera
and it’s not actually — you can — what we will do, ialncask you to discuss it with
my associate and she will tell you what it is that aguire.

MS SERRA: Okay.

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Okay.

MS SERRA: Certainly. Okay.
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THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes. But at the moment wyai’'ve done is you
have put in documents showing the old figures, the newefigand the formula and
so on. | just want to make sure that we’'ve got an dgieaft order before the award
is varied.

MS SERRA: Did you not get page 2? |think page 2 had ¢lees, the complete
figures of — but I'm happy to go through with your assodiate- -

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes. | mean, it's not so mtieh figures, it’s the
way it’s laid out.

MS SERRA: Okay. Fine. It was quite a tough formalavork out.
THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes.

MS SERRA: That's okay that one. And the same appdieCAHSA.
THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes.

MS SERRA: Moving on, we've got the travel and trawgjlallowances. This is the
accommodation rates and this is also based on T833 of hel87was last updated
in T12766 of 2006 and the operative date was 30 August '06. Nowveheed—

that’s right — so | had the old rates on page 1, wiegtwere and on page 2, the new
rates.

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: So that's 97.90 within Tasmanid#re was some
discussions a year or two ago about the fact thaesmbreally bear much
relationship to what it actually costs - - -

MS FITTON: | can make some comment in that, irt the are currently in
negotiations to amend this travelling allowance clauske thié Public Sector Unions
and it’s sort of forming part of our whole negotiation pgscéor the current
PSUWA.

MS SERRA: But we thought at this stage it was necgs$sgut through an
increase and just while things were pending.

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Okay.

MS SERRA: Because the rates do not - - -

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: No. All right.

MS SERRA: Okay. Now, there is also the training emadference allowance and
that applies to the GCOE and CAHSA and that is alsedan T833 of 1987 of the

Tasmanian Industrial Commission. Last updated on T12766 of 2p8Gtive date
30 August '06 and we’ve used the weighted average of theagital cities and
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that rate was approximately 6.780, | believe. Jane’s pht aigd I've put seven,
SO - - -

MS FITTON: It didn't make a difference to the outcome.

MS SERRA: | don’t think it does. And | have rounded ®nkarest — well, not to
the nearest cent, but to the nearest logical placen#nd the final one | believe is
the meal allowance. This also is pending with the P@aictor Management Office
as well.

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Yes.

MS SERRA: So the increases are also 6.7 per cdrfbamula based on T833 of
'87 and last updated on T12766 of 2006.

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Okay. And operative date?

MS SERRA: 1 guess, the first pay period - - -

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: On or after today’s date?

MS SERRA: - --on or after today’s date.

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Mr Aiken?

MR AIKEN: Nothing to offer, just support, Deputy Presitden

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Thank you. Mr Wishart?

MR WISHART: Yes, we support the application and weklforward to the
negotiations to be finalised so these rates can be maitlenare realistic, but also
request that if it’s appropriate by the Commission thatagrade of the documents -
I’m working on quite old ones too, | think.

MS SERRA: 1| can signify that to your Honour.

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Thank you. Ms Fitton?

MS FITTON: Yes, | can confirm that we consentts tapplication and we have
checked and agreed with the final figures that have beégsoskguess the final
order. We consider they are in accordance — the imesese in accordance with the
wage fixing principles and are consistent with the publieredt test and agree that
the operative date would be the first full pay period pafter today’s decision.
Thank you.

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Okay. Well, I indicate teetparties that the awards

will be varied in the manner sought and a decision wilsbaed in due course and
subject to checking the final figures in the draft ordere Wiatter is adjourned.
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MS SERRA: Thank you.

MATTER ADJOURNED at 11.00 am INDEFINITELY
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