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HEARING COMMENCED 10.30am 

COMMISSIONER:    Any change in appearances? 

MR A. FLOOD:    Yes, commissioner, ANDREW FLOOD, from the 
Tasmanian Chamber of Commerce and Industry. I believe Mr Watson 
appeared at the previous hearings of this matter. 5 
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COMMISSIONER:    Yes, thanks, Mr Flood. Yes, Mr Baker? 

MR BAKER:    Thank you, sir. As I indicated to you when this matter 
was previously before the commission, there had been some ongoing 
discussions between myself and Mr Flood as to the structure and the 
variations that were being proposed as far as the award was concerned 
and those discussions continued up to approximately mid-December 
when Mr Flood responded to a draft document which we had provided 
to the TCCI as a result of our ongoing discussions. 

Perhaps if I just put the queries into two baskets. First of all, 
commissioner, there is a basket which I would describe as procedural 
matters where, for example, in one instance, we've inserted the 
amount of 30 hours when in fact it should read 38. So there are some 
matters like that and allowances because of circumstances that have 
slipped and they need to be adjusted and so on. 

So I think as far as that side of the award is concerned, commissioner, 
that's really just a tidying up exercise which we can readily fix. 

There is however, sir, a more serious matter which has come between 
us and hence the reason we're back here this morning seeking some 
assistance from the commission, and that is, commissioner, in relation 
to the issue of the classification structure and the procedures for 
reclassifying employees consistent with the award. 

Commissioner, I really don't want to put too much on the record this 
morning other than to say that that is really an issue that stands 
between us, and what I would propose to the commission is that we 
have a conference under your chairmanship to determine or to see if 
we can't actually sort out the second part of the discussion I put to 
you this morning. 

As I said, the first part - we'll sort that. I don't see that as an issue. 
Whether we get one word right or wrong it's neither here nor there - 
we'll sort it ought. 

The second issue as I've indicated, it may be helpful, sir, if you would 
involve yourself in a discussion with us and we can just outline where 
we're at and the differences that are between us and you may be able 
to provide some pointers to the parties as to where we're going because 
otherwise I can see that this matter will finish up being arbitrated and 
I really don't want to go down that path. 
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So that, subject to any comments or questions from yourself, sir, I 
would conclude my submission there. 

COMMISSIONER:    Thanks, Mr Baker. What do you say, Mr Flood? 

MR FLOOD:    To keep the transcript short, commissioner, I'd simply 
say that I agree with Mr Baker's submissions at this stage. 5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

COMMISSIONER:    Thanks, Mr Flood. We'll go off the record. 

OFF RECORD 10.33am 

ON RECORD 11.07am 

COMMISSIONER:    Thank you, gentlemen, for that. As I understand 
it, the parties have agreed that the union, Mr Baker, will supply the 
employers, Mr Flood, with the details of the changes that have been 
made to the classification descriptors and then the parties, in 
particular Mr Flood, will confirm or otherwise whether those changes 
are acceptable, and that also the parties will get together to see if they 
can't settle the points raised in a letter sent to Mr Baker by Mr Flood 
on 16 December 1999. 

I think that traverses the matters we've been discussing, gentlemen, 
and then hopefully when we resume the parties may be able to advise 
the commission they've agreed on reviewing the award, shall we say, 
including others matters that have been mentioned from time to time. 

That being the case, I propose that we resume, gentlemen, on Tuesday, 
4 April commencing at 10.30. Now does that cover everything you were 
saying, Mr Baker? 

MR BAKER:    Yes, sir. 

COMMISSIONER:    Thank you. Mr Flood? 

MR FLOOD:    Yes, commissioner. 

COMMISSIONER:    Thank you, gentlemen, we'll adjourn then and 
we'll see you on that day. 

HARING ADJOURNED 11.08am   


