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TASMANIAN INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION

Industrial Relations Act 1984
s23 application for award or variation of award  
The Minister administering the State Service Act 2000
(T14344 of 2015)  
  
	DEPUTY PRESIDENT N M WELLS
	HOBART, 26 OCTOBER 2015


Award variation – consent application – consent order issued – operative date 26 October 2015
DECISION
[1] On 13 October 2015, an application was lodged by the Minister administering the State Service Act 2000 (MASSA), pursuant to s.23 of the Industrial Relations Act 1984, to vary the Ambulance Tasmania Award (the Award).
[2] At the hearing in Hobart on 26 October 2015, Mr K Grey appeared for MASSA with Ms S Grimes from Ambulance Tasmania.  Mr C Kennedy and Ms S Carnes appeared for the Health Services Union, Tasmania Branch (HSU).
[3] Mr Grey provided the historical context for the variation of the Award that was now before the Tasmanian Industrial Commission (the Commission).  It was said that the variation arose from the Ambulance Tasmania Agreement 2015 (the Agreement) which was approved by Abey P in a decision in matter T14306 of 2015.  That decision of the President provided that some ten historical industrial instruments be combined into two industrial documents, namely the Award and the Agreement.  Mr Grey submitted that the variation of the Award was a direct result of the intent of the parties captured in that Agreement and decision.  Further Mr Grey submitted that some modernising of wording had also occurred through the use of clauses from the recently varied Health and Human Services Award.
[4] Mr Grey stated that the variation of the Award would allow for the conditions of employment of Paramedics to be contained in two conditions of employment document s and a number of old industrial instruments could be retired, leading to better clarity and streamlining of employment practices.  The historical instruments involved in the variation were the:
· Tasmanian Ambulance Service Agreement 1998

· Tasmanian Ambulance Service Enterprise Bargaining Agreement 2000

· Tasmanian Ambulance Service (SSWA) Enterprise Bargaining Agreement 2001

· Tasmanian Ambulance Service Enterprise Bargaining Agreement 2004

· Tasmanian Ambulance Service 38 Hour Week Implementation Agreement 2002

· Tasmanian Ambulance Service Patient Extrication (Preservation of Entitlements) Agreement 2006

· Tasmanian Ambulance Service Agreement 2007

· Ambulance Tasmania Agreement 2010

· Ambulance Tasmania Agreement 2013

· Tasmanian Ambulance Service Award.

[5] Mr Grey commended the variation to the Commission and advised that the Minister considered it consistent with the public interest.
[6] Mr Kennedy of the HSU supported the submissions of Mr Grey and advised there was no intent to change any description or provision that was already in existence under historical instruments, other than to modernise the Award.  Mr Kennedy confirmed that under Part II, Section I “Work Level Descriptors” of the Award were from the current version of the Award.

[7] Mr Kennedy also submitted that the variations sought do not offend the public interest and recommended the variations to the Commission.
[8] I am satisfied that the application is consistent with the public interest requirements of the Act.
[9] The application is granted with an operative date from the date of this decision.
[10] The order reflecting this decision is to follow.
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